
History Of The Pepin County Fair 

 

According to Bernard L. Milliren of Arkansaw, WI, his first recollection of the Pepin 
County Fair was in the early 1930's when his parents took his family to the fair. 
The fairgrounds were located in Durand between the Chippewa Valley Hospital 
and the Durand golf club house. It was a full fledged fairgrounds with cattle and 
livestock barns, a building for crops and homemade exhibits and also a 
grandstand with a large race track in front of it. Races in the 30's were mostly 
horse races, which were usually called harness races. The fairgrounds buildings 
burned down in 1933 and the only time they were used again was in the late 
1950's and early 1960's when some local race enthusiasts used the fairgrounds for 
stock car racing. 

In 1933 his older brother was old enough to join 4-H. In those days you had to be 
10 years old to join and could stay on as a member until they were 21. He recalls 
helping his brother with his calf project and going to the fair to help him take care 
of it and watch him show. He remembers that at that time part of the fair 
buildings had burned down, but the livestock barns were still there and useable 
so the fair was still held there, but by the next year, when he was old enough to 
join 4-H, the rest of the buildings had burned down and a new place had to be 
found to have the fair. A tent was rented and set up in the area where the Koller 
and Company Implement building now stands. 

That building housed the livestock and he believes the rest of the exhibits were 
displayed in the old courthouse, especially the upstairs courtroom and also in 
storefronts downtown. Steel posts and snow fences were used to tie the calves 
to. In those days we had no classes for dairy cows, as it would have been very 
hard to handle them under those conditions. The fair only stayed there for two to 
three years and then had to be moved. It then moved up to the area that is now 
Memorial Park by the old band shell. 

Most of the time there wasn't a tent, so they had to tie the cattle to a snow fence. 
He recalls a lot of hard work putting up and taking down the snow fence. The fair 
continued to be held at the Memorial Park for several years. He remembered 
trying to sleep in the old band shell as people usually stayed overnight to watch 
the livestock. 



The fair was moved to the old courthouse on Washington Square. During all the 
years it was held there the crops, clothing, baking, and canned exhibits were put 
in the old auditorium upstairs over the theater building. Some of the other 
exhibits were placed in the windows downtown. 

In early 1959 the board had plans drawn up by architect E.F. Klinger for a possible 
sight next to the courthouse. In the fall of 1959 the county board approved a 
resolution authorizing the money for the annex to be built at the cost of 
approximately $117,000.00. The annex was built the next summer, so the fair had 
to move once again. 

This time it was moved to the old high school building in 

Arkansaw. A tent was usually put up for the cattle, but the pens for hogs and 
sheep were outside. The crops, clothing, canned and baked exhibits were 
displayed in the high school gym. 

In 1965 discussion began between the county board and the 4-H leaders 
federation as to building a permanent building for housing livestock at the fair. It 
was the recommendation of the 4-H leaders federation that a site near the new 
Arkansaw school would be the most favorable. In 1966 a proposal to have the 
Arkansaw school building build a building and be rented by the county, which was 
turned down. It was then noted that about two acres of land could be purchased 
from Don Erickson for $1,000.00 as a building site. This was approved and it was 
decided to get bids on a 40' x 170' building for 4-H purposes. In April 1966, 
$8,000.00 was transferred to the 4-H building fund and their new building was 
constructed to house the livestock, all other exhibits were displayed in the new 
Arkansaw grade school. This was a great improvement over anything they had in 
the past. 

Everything continued as is until 1992 when the Arkansaw school district 
consolidated with the Durand school district. At that time the old Arkansaw 
Recreation Hall property became available for sale. After several meetings, the 
property was purchased jointly by Pepin County and the Durand school district. 
The area east of the Recreation Hall was purchased by the county to allow room 
for expansion and more parking. The rest of the property including the Recreation 
Hall was purchased by the school district. 



The 4-H horse project grew and the horse leaders and parents felt that a horse 
arena would be a nice addition to the fairgrounds. Gary Brenner and Ben Myers 
took the lead role and met with the Ag and Extension Education Committee and 
Extension staff to propose a horse arena. After many meetings and discussion a 
horse arena was built in 1995 on the land purchased in 1992. This was done 
totally by volunteer labor. 

Because of increasing dairy and livestock exhibits in recent years the Ag and 
Extension Committee asked for money to be put in the budget to build a 15' lean-
to on the south side of the present building. This was approved by the county 
board and in 1997 the addition was built. The access to the fairgrounds was also 
improved with a generous coating of crushed rock. 
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